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Merry Christmas



God speaks these words through the angels to shepherds just outside Bethlehem. Two thousand
years later we hear them again, and those words are still very good news to a world in need of the
Saviour, Jesus the Christ, Jesus the Lord.

To people of good will, to people of faith, to people who live lives of goodness, love, mercy and
compassion, to people who live for others and not for themselves - this is very good news indeed!
There is a power, there is a person, who can and will make everything right. Worldly kingdoms will be
overturned. The poor will have a voice. Love and justice will reign. All in God's time. The One who will
make this happen has entered into human history, and remains with us forever.

Holy Family Parish exists to make disciples of Jesus, an army if you will, to be part of the divine
forces which will bring light into darkness; mercy over revenge; charity over selfishness; community
over isolation. Jesus still gathers the tribes of every nation. He still gathers his sheep into his fold. He
still offers the Way forward. He is the WayMaker in our lives today.

A Message from 
Fr. Bob, Remark, Pastor

"I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a

Saviour, who is the Christ, the Lord."
Luke 2.10-11

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
Christ has overcome the darkness. We
stand with him in the light of his truth.
Salvation is ours if we so choose. 

May Jesus, who is perfect love, bless
every person, every family this Christmas
and into the New Year!

Fr. Bob Remark and families from Holy
Family wish everyone a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year in different languages
from around the world.

Listen to this message here: 
https://youtu.be/egSX4OZRvJY

https://youtu.be/egSX4OZRvJY


Dear Friends!

I(/we) wanted to share a great
and exciting opportunity from
our parish, Holy Family Parish,
here in London, ON, Canada. 

We are looking for a dynamic
and faith-filled disciple to join
us to engage and manage our
online/digital community. This
individual will be responsible to
help us actively connect and
share with our digital/online
community, and those seeking
the Lord.

 We are a mission-focused parish with the vision to make disciple-making disciples. 
Candidates should have training and/or education in communications and/or marketing. 

Click on the link to learn more!  
https://holyfamilylondon.ca/online-engagement-team-lead/

We invite you to help us grow our
praise and worship music
ministry. There are opportunities
to serve our Saturday and
Sunday liturgies as well as our
Youth and Alpha ministries
throughout the year. If you sing
or play an instrument and want
to praise God while leading
people in prayer, please visit our
website or contact Christina
Bahati at cbahati@dol.ca. 

Paid and volunteer positions
are available. 

https://holyfamilylondon.ca/online-engagement-team-lead/




Sacramental Preparations - Registration
Deadlines Extended!

Preparation for the Sacraments of
Reconciliation, Holy Communion

For those in grade 2 or 3 who have not yet received the Sacraments of Reconciliation

Winter sessions will begin the week of February 7th. Registration Deadline extended to January 3rd. 

Sacramental Preparation will occur online this year, in a beautiful parent small group format.

To register, or for more information, visit our website at https://holyfamilylondon.ca/sacraments/first-
communion/ or contact Lisa Wright at lwright@dol.ca ; 519-472-0057, x266  

*Parents of children, aged 7 years and up, who have not yet received Baptism, please contact Lisa. 

       or the Holy Eucharist. 

 

“The family, like the Church, ought to be a place where the Gospel is transmitted and from which
the Gospel radiates. In a family which is conscious of this mission, all the members evangelize and

are evangelized. The parents not only communicate the Gospel to their children, but from their
children they can themselves receive the same Gospel as deeply lived by them. And such a family
becomes the evangelizer of many other families, and of the neighborhood of which it forms part.”

– Pope Paul VI

For those in grade 8 or older. 

Winter sessions begin the week of January 17th. Registration Deadline extended until January 3rd.  

Sacrament Preparation will occur online this year, in a beautiful child/parent small group format.

To register, or for more information, visit our website 
        at  https://holyfamilylondon.ca/sacraments/confirmation
        or contact Lisa Wright lwright@dol.ca ; 519-472-0057, x266.    

Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation

https://holyfamilylondon.ca/sacraments/first-communion/
mailto:lwright@dol.ca
mailto:lwright@dol.ca


As we head into Christmas, we wanted to take a moment and let you know how the
parish is doing financially.

As of November 30, Sunday Offertory giving is 13.7%, or $100,000 below what we had
forecasted in the budget. While this is not a surprise, what with reduced capacities, hall
closures and way too many Zoom calls, it is certainly not a sustainable trend in support
of the Vision and Mission of the Parish. On the plus side, all parish staff have been
diligent in managing expenses, and we are pleased to report that overall operating
expenses are 6.7%, or $60,000 below what we had forecasted. Additionally, the federal
governments wage subsidy program has provided us with $113,000 in relief.

We continue to invest in areas of outreach opportunities, as we are able, such as the
expansion of the Audio-Visual booth, enhanced broadcast technology and staff
resources to enhance our on-line presence. This will be critical as we head into more
uncertain times, as we know that, post-COVID, there will be a permanent reduction in
the number of parishioners coming into the building. Again, this is not a surprise to us,
so we are focusing our efforts on that to ensure that we are reaching out in as many ways
as we can. 

In the very near future, we will be posting a series of "Planned Giving" strategies on our
website, and we are really looking forward to your thoughts and responses to them.

A gentle reminder to have your 2021 offerings in our hands by December 31 if you are
looking forward to using those as a 2021 tax deduction. These can be in the form of
envelopes, Interac e-transfers (hfparish@dol.ca), 'Pllenty' (https://dol-
holyfamily.pllenty.com/) or pre-authorized giving.

 

A very blessed Christmas to all!! 
 

Tim Firth
Mission Support Team Lead

tfirth@dol.ca    519-472-0057 ext'n 224

Year End Financial Report

https://dol-holyfamily.pllenty.com/


The Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God

December 31st ~ 5:00 p.m.*
 

January 1st ~ 10:00 a.m.
*Mass will be livestreamed

The EPIPHANY
 

January 2nd ~ 8:30 a.m.*
11:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.*

*Mass will be livestreamed



Bishop Fabbro’s 2021 Christmas Message
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

We welcome with great joy the Christmas
season. Despite the challenges of today,
including the COVID-19 pandemic, we the
faithful of our diocese will join in celebrating
the birth of our Saviour and his message of
God’s boundless love for all people. The 
beautiful liturgies on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day fill
us with awe and reverence as we listen once again to the
gospel stories of Jesus’ birth in very humble
circumstances. Together, we remember that God came to
walk among us as a humble man. United in our faith and
with a sense of humility and confidence that, in Jesus, any
obstacle can be overcome, we pledge to support and walk
with each other. 

The journey in faith is a common theme in the gospel
passages that we read during Advent and Christmas. Mary
and Joseph journey to Bethlehem to be registered (Lk 2:1).
Having heard the Angel’s surprising announcement, the
shepherds journey with haste to the city of David and see
the child lying in a manger (Lk 2:8). Mary and Joseph
journey to Egypt to escape King Herod’s decree (Mt 2:13). 

This coming year will be one of several important journeys
for our Church. 

The recent discovery of unmarked graves at former
residential schools was deeply shocking. These latest
revelations brought to light the shared responsibility of
our Church for the harm caused by the residential schools
and their disastrous consequences for Indigenous people.
With them, and listening to their stories, we will continue
to journey on the path of healing and reconciliation as the
Indigenous people of this land struggle to find healing of
decades’ old wounds and to break the cycle of trauma
passed down through generations. 

This journey began in earnest when Indigenous people,
along with Canada’s bishops and other Catholics,
gathered in Listening Circles after the release of the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission’s final report. These
sessions opened dialogue with the survivors and led to the
development of a plan for a delegation of Indigenous
people to meet with Pope Francis in Rome. This meeting
has been postponed because of  the pandemic but the
intention is that it will happen as soon as possible in 2022.

The delegation of survivors, elders and
knowledge keepers will be able to speak
directly with the pope of their suffering
and of how important it will be for them
that he come to Canada to issue an
apology. Ashope was born anew with
Jesus' birth in Bethlehem, I ask you to pray 

that this meeting with Pope Francis create a path to
healing and reconciliation. Another journey we will take
in 2022 is the Synod. The word ‘synod’ comes from the
Greek words that mean ‘walking together’. This Synod
will be different from those in the past. Pope Francis has
declared that he wants to engage lay people – those in
the pew, young and old, and those not coming to our
churches. In January, our diocese will provide
information about how you can participate in the
Synod. There will be opportunities for you to offer your
thoughts and to share your stories and your dreams for
our Church. Prayerfully guided by the Holy Spirit, we will
listen to each other and join with Catholics worldwide to
discern how we will journey together as God’s pilgrim
Church on earth. 

We started this year with our churches closed because
of the pandemic. I am very grateful they have remained
open for the last six months, even at reduced capacity.
As hard as they were, the lockdowns made us
appreciate all the more being able to gather in our
churches to worship God, celebrate the Eucharist and
other sacraments and hear the gospel proclaimed. In
the coming year, with God’s protection and through the
intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mother, may our world
at last journey out of the COVID-19 pandemic and return
to a more normal life. 

This Christmas, Bishop Dabrowski and I will remember
you and your family in a special way in our prayers. The
gospel tells us that there were shepherds in the fields
keeping watch over their flock by night, when the Angel
of the Lord and the heavenly host appeared bringing
“good news of great joy for all the people” (Lk 2:8). May
the glory of the Lord shine on you as it did on the
shepherds. We wish you peace, joy and good health in
the New Year. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro,
CSB Bishop of London 



OFFICE DIRECTORY 

CHRISTINA BAHATI*
Praise & Worship Leader - 2pm Mass
cbahati@dol.ca

STEVE BALDINELLI (ext'n #261)
Building & Property Coordinator
sbaldinelli@dol.ca

MARILYN BUGGY (ext'n #265)
Coordinator of Digital Media & 
& Online Engagement 
mbuggy@dol.ca

ERWIN FUNG*  (ext'n #258)
Discipleship Formation Team Lead
efung@dol.ca

TIM FIRTH* (ext'n #224)
Mission Support Team Lead
tfirth@dol.ca

GERTRUD HOCKE (Volunteer)
Bible Study Coordinator
gertrud.holyfamily@gmail.com

DEACON TOM MACLEOD
tmacleod@dol.ca

CLAUDETTE MCLEOD (ext'n #222)
Part-time Secretary
cmcleod@dol.ca

FR. JUDE OGBENNA, C.S.Sp. (ext'n #226)
Parochial Vicar
jogbenna@dol.ca

BARB MILANOVIC (Volunteer)
Life Groups Coordinator
hfplifegroups@dol.ca

FR. BOB REMARK* (ext'n #228)
Pastor 
rremark@dol.ca

ANNE SANDERSON (ext'n #229)
Bookkeeper
asanderson@dol.ca

KELLY WILSON (ext'n #201)
Receptionist/Secretary
kwilson@dol.ca

LISA WRIGHT (ext'n #266)
Sacramental Preparation Coordinator
lwright@dol.ca

*Senior  Leadership Team
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